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STAY INFORMED

For the latest news and info 
about the Shaker schools, visit 

shaker.org.

To receive regular e-news updates, 
subscribe at shaker.org/news.

FOLLOW US ON:
facebook.com/ForShakerSchools

Twitter @ShakerSchools

The Shaker Heights Alumni Association 
welcomed eight new inductees into the Hall 
of Fame on October 13. The 2014 honorees 
have made valuable contributions to a wide 
variety of fields, including the military, social 
justice, public policy, the arts, international 
relations, medicine, law, and higher 
education. They are:

James Gannon, ’81, is a colonel in the U.S. 
Marine Corps. His career has taken him to 
15 different duty stations over 29 years as an 
officer, including overseas duty assignments 
and travel to 26 different countries. He flew 
the American Flag over his compound in Iraq 
and sent it to Fernway Elementary School 
where it hangs in a classroom.

Zachary Green, Ph.D., ’74, is a clinical 
psychologist, professor, and international 
social justice consultant at the Department 
of Leadership Studies at the University 
of San Diego. As an executive leadership 
coach, he is responsible for the coaching and 
development of senior staff at executive 
levels through his work with the World Bank 
Group, among other organizations.

Maxine Isaacs, ’65, is a public policy 
practitioner and faculty member at Harvard 
University, teaching at the Kennedy School. 
She was press secretary and deputy campaign 
manager to former Vice President Walter F. 
Mondale when he ran for President.

Harvey Laidman, ’60, is a director and 
producer of television movies, including 
“The Waltons,” “Paper Chase,” “Eight is 
Enough,” “Airwolf,” “Chicago Story,” and 
episodes of “Lou Grant,” “Scarecrow and 
Mrs. King,” and “Tales of the Gold Monkey.” 
He currently teaches film directing at 
California State University.

Amy Lazarus, ’01, was the inaugural 
Executive Director of the International 
Institute for Sustained Dialogue, which 
develops everyday leaders who embrace 
differences as strengths to improve their 
campuses, workplaces, and communities. 
She previously worked at ICF International, 
consulting with federal agencies on leadership 
development, diversity and inclusion, and 
human capital. She was recently named one of 
the 99 most influential foreign policy leaders 
under the age of 33.

David Leu, M.D., ’88, is a pediatric 
orthopedic surgeon. Following high school, 
he joined the U.S. Navy as a SEAL to rescue 
downed aviators. He served on SEAL 
Team 2 with service in Operations Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm. During medical 
school, he walked the entire 2,100-mile 
Appalachian Trail.

Hall of Fame Inducts Eight Graduates

Pictured above, from left, are (front row) James Gannon, Maxine Isaacs, Amy Lazarus, 
David Leu, (back row) Ann Rowland, Harvey Laidman, and Zachary Green.

Ann Rowland, ’69, has served as an 
Assistant United States Attorney for 34 
years. She is deputy chief of the Criminal 
Division and chief of the Major Fraud and 
Corruption Unit. She supervised the team 
of attorneys and FBI and IRS agents who 
prosecuted more than 60 public officials and 
business people in Cuyahoga County.

Arnold M. Shankman, ‘64, was a professor 
of History at Winthrop University from 
1975 until his untimely death from cancer 
at the age of 37 in 1983. His scholarship 
and teaching focused on the Civil War, 
the history of the South, and the history 
of various ethnic and minority groups in 
America, particularly African Americans, 
Jews, and women.
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Renowned men’s A Cappella group The House Jacks ~ often billed as “the original rock 
band without instruments”~ visited Shaker Heights High School as artists in residence 
last October for a two-day A Cappella Vocal Music Festival. The five members, who 
include Austin Willacy (SHHS ’87), conducted workshops with choir students on the art 
of A Cappella singing, vocal percussion, close harmony blending, vocal improvisation, 
and music career management. The festival culminated with a Concert Workshop 
presentation where students shared the stage with the House Jacks to show what they 
learned. The residency program was made possible by contributions from the Madeline 
and Dennis Block Fund of the Shaker Schools Foundation and the Martha Holden 
Jennings Foundation, in collaboration with the ChOrD parent organization.

The 
House
Jacks
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Ask any child what their favorite 
subject is, and the answer 
is universal: recess! Every 
elementary school teacher knows 
the importance of getting the kids 
outside to run, jump, and play. 

Yet recess can also be a time for conflicts to 
arise –sometimes resulting in bumps, bruises, 
or hurt feelings.

When Fernway Principal Chris Hayward learned 
about a program called Playworks, which 
promotes inclusive play and positive conflict 
resolution, he decided to check it out – and 
was very impressed. Based on his findings, the 
District offered Playworks training over the 
summer to lunch aides and staff members who 
supervise recess in the K-4 buildings. 

Playworks is a non-profit organization based 
in Oakland, California that operates in 22 
regions of the country and about 900 schools. 
The organization trains school staff members 
in providing an environment that keeps recess 
fun and safe while encouraging kids to include 
everyone and resolve disputes fairly. 

“The program is about giving kids more options and creative ways to play. The kids get 
to choose what they want to do,” says Hayward, “only now they have more options.”

At the beginning of each recess period, a playground supervisor takes a few minutes 
to let the kids know what activities will be offered in the designated zones, such 
as kickball, four-square, scooters, or free play. Then, the kids are dispersed to do 
whatever they choose, which can also include climbing on the equipment or just 
chatting with friends. 

A few simple rules help keep the play fair. For example, teams are chosen by 
counting off. If a tie or a dispute arises, the kids resolve it with a quick game of 
“rock, paper, scissors” – a concept that has now carried over into the hallways and 
classrooms as well. 

Staff members can also teach the kids one of the dozens of zany, non-competitive 
games they learned in their training. Sean Morris, Physical Education teacher at 
Fernway, liked the games so much he added several of them to the P.E. curriculum. 

Says Lomond principal Carina Freeman, “I have seen the lunch supervisors really 
blossom in their roles. They are very engaged with the children and have taken 
ownership in providing all of our students with an active and exciting recess program.” 

Onaway principal Amy Davis reports similar success: “The staff feels that the students 
are coming in with fewer conflicts from recess. The students feel positive leaving 
the playing field whether it is freeze tag, basketball, or four-square. And, I am seeing 
children taking more risks to play a new game, whereas before only the same few 
players would participate.” SL
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